Appendix C: Environmental Resources Inventory

The “Environmental Resources Inventory Committee”, a subcommittee of the focus
group, identified features to be considered during the creation of a natural resource
protection plan (Action 2.1). The data should be included in the mapping systems and
geographic information systems of local government agencies.

The subcommittee identified features for each map layer, their availability by the City of
Houston’s Planning & Development Department, and possible sources for maps which

were not currently available.

DATA

Natural Features
Topography

Waterways:
Natural bayous
Channelized bayous

Watershed boundaries
Soils
Vegetation

Habitat areas

Active surface faults
L and surface subsidence
Minerals

Oil fields

Man-made Features

Highways & neighborhood streets
Airports

Utility corridors

Parks & public open space
Hike & bike trails
Cultural, historic and archeological sites

AVAILABILITY

Not in City’s Metrocom
system

Yes

Not in City’s Metrocom
system

Yes

In progress

Not in City’s Metrocom
system

Not in City’s Metrocom
system

Yes

Yes

Not in City’s Metrocom
system

Not in City’s Metrocom
system

Yes

Yes

Not in City’s Metrocom
system

Yes

Yes

Not in City’s Metrocom
system

POSSIBLE SOURCE:

USGS Maps

HCFCD, TXDOT

USGS Maps

TPWD

TNRCC

“Cultural and Historical
Profile” Planning &
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Landfills
Permitted effluent discharge points

Water districts and wastewater treatment
plants

Political Divisions

City Council District boundaries
County Commissioner Precinct
boundaries

Yes

Not in City’s Metrocom
system

Yes

Yes
Yes

Development Department

NPDES application permit
maps
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Appendix D: References

Acronyms
BPA: Bayou Preservation Association
EIA: Environmental Impact Assessment
EIS: Environmental Impact Statement
FEMA: Flood Emergency Management Agency
GHPA: Greater Houston Preservation Association
H-GAC: Houston-Galveston Area Council
HARC: Houston Advanced Research Center
HCFCD: Harris County Flood Control District
ISTEA: Intermoda Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
METRO: Metropolitan Transit Authority
NPDES: National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
P&D: Planning & Development Department
PW&E: Public Works & Engineering Department
TNRCC: Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission
TPWD: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
TXDOT: Texas Department of Transportation
USGS: United States Geological Survey

Glossary
Channelization. The straightening and deepening of channels and/or the surfacing
thereof to permit water to move rapidly and/or directly.

Conservation easement. Easement in which the jurisdiction acquires less than fee title
in property in order to protect its scenic and conservation attributes,

Drainage System. The system through which water flows from the land, including all
watercourses, waterbodies and wetlands.

Easement. A right-of-ways granted, but not dedicated, for limited use of private land for
apublic or quasi-public purpose and within which the owner of the property shall not
erect any permanent structures.
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Stormwater. Every timeit rains, run-off carrying oil residue from the streets, pesticides
and fertilizers, animal droppings, and debris (among other things) wash into and travel
through waterways and drainage ditches.
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